Special Meeting to Discuss New Mexico’s Denker Representative


The New Mexico Scholastic Chess Organization (NMSCO) has selected the representative to the Denker Tournament of High School Champions since this tournament came into existence roughly 20 years ago.  The representative has been the winner of the open section of the K-12 state championships or, in the case of a tie of eligible players (defined as being in grades 9-12 and a NM resident), the winner of a playoff.  The NMSCO has supported the representative because it is a great experience to play in the Denker against players from other States as well as to participate in the US Open.  The New Mexico Chess Organization (NMCO) nominates the representative as required by the United States Chess Federation (USCF).


Recently, the NMCO has brought to the attention of the NMSCO that the selection process may not be optimal.  Among the suggestions for improvements are

1) Lengthen the time controls

2) Add more rounds

3) Limit participation in the K-12 Open section to Denker eligible players only

4) Create an additional tournament, e.g. a round-robin format with participation by invitation only based on rating or by doing well in the K-12 Open.


Each of these suggestions has its advantages and disadvantages.  To openly discuss the options, a one-half hour meeting will be held prior to beginning play of round 2 of this year’s K-12 Open section.  Martin Cooper will host the meeting and will do his best to explain the issues or to answer questions.   A representative from the NMCO should also be present to further clarify matters.  At the end of the meeting, the sense of the players, coaches and parents present will be taken.


The NMSCO bylaws state that structural changes to the state championships can only be made at the general meeting of the NMSCO for the following year.  This year, the general membership meeting will also be held later in the day of the K-12.  The sense of the participants in the earlier meeting will be relayed to the general NMSCO membership.  Hence, players involved in ongoing games in the K-12 Open will have their views represented by Martin Cooper and the NMCO representative based on the results of the earlier meeting.  Of course, players who are available at the time of the general membership meeting can attend and present their own positions.


The USCF has created a new national tournament, the Polgar.  It is designed for the winner of the state girls’ championship, a qualifying tournament or the highest rated girl in the state who is under 19 as of September 1 of the year the Polgar is held.    The NMSCO and the NMCO would like to develop a sound yet competitive method of selecting the NM representative to the Polgar.  Some creative suggestions are necessary because the strongest females do not always play in the K-12 Open; often one or two female players is considered a fortunate demography.  Please come prepared to influence this process.

